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	Meru, the centre of the uni-


	
	
	
	verse.  It is  surrounded   by


	
	
	
	seven concentric   ranges   of


	
	
	
	mountains,  and  safeguarded


	
	
		by five   kinds   of  mythical


	
	[
		monsters  called  the   Naga,


	
	
	
	Garuda, Kumbhandha,  Yak-


	
	
	
	kha, and Gandhabba, to each


	
	
	
	of which a separate region is assigned.    King    Bagyidaw,


	
	
	
	while he was yet a  Prince,


	
	
	
	built this Pagoda in 1816, in


	
	
	
	the form   of   the  Sulamani


	
	
	
	Pagoda resting on Mount Meru,


	
	
	
	in order to commemorate the


	
	
	
	death ot his senior wife, the


	
	
	
	Sinbyume Minthami, who was


	
	
	
	succeeded  by  the   notorious


	
		
	Nanmadaw Me   Nu,    Yule

j
		
	
	visited it in 1855, and describes


	
	
	
	it in the following terms in his


	
	
	
	" Mission to Ava " (page 172).


	
	
	
	"The basement which formed


	
	
	
	the bulk of the structure con-


	
	
	
	sisted   of   seven   concentric


	
	
	
	circular terraces, each with a


	
	
	
	parapet of a curious serpentine


	
	
	
	form. These parapets rote one above and   w, ithin  the other,.


	
	
	
	like the walls cf Ecbatana as


	
	
	
	described by Herodotus.   The


	
	
	
	only ascent appeared  to   be


	
	
	
	from the east,   In the parapet


	
	
		of every terrace were at inter-


	
	
	
	vals niches looking outwards,


	
	
	
	in which were figures of nats


	
	
	
	and warders in white marble,


	
	
	
	<>f half life size.   A    great


	
	
	
	circular wall inclosed the whole


	
	
	
	at some ''distance  from   the


	
	
		base.    It   was   difficult  to


	
	
		ascertain the nature  of the


	
	
	
	central structure, so shattered


	
	
	
	was it by the   earthquake. The   whole (though   round


	
	
	
	instead of square in pi in) had


	
	
	
	a gre*t general  resemblance-


	
	
	
	to the large ancient pyramidal


	
	
	
	temple in Java called Boro


	
	
	
	Buddor,   as   described   by


	
	
	
	Kafies *nd Crawfurd, but this.

